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Assignment:   page________page_________  

Literature Circle

Group Members

1.__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.__________________________________________________________________________________________

5.__________________________________________________________________________________________

	Discussion #1     Date_________

· Discussion Director (questioning)

· Illustrator (visualizing)

· Context Collector (clarifying)

· Summarizer (summarizing)

· Psychic (predicting)


	Discussion #2      Date_________

· Discussion Director (questioning)

· Illustrator (visualizing)

· Context Collector (clarifying)

· Summarizer (summarizing)

· Psychic (predicting)



	Discussion #3     Date_________

· Discussion Director (questioning)

· Illustrator (visualizing)

· Context Collector (clarifying)

· Summarizer (summarizing)

· Psychic (predicting)


	Discussion #4     Date_________

· Discussion Director (questioning)

· Illustrator (visualizing)

· Context Collector (clarifying)

· Summarizer (summarizing)

· Psychic (predicting)



	Discussion #5     Date_________

· Discussion Director (questioning)

· Illustrator (visualizing)

· Context Collector (clarifying)

· Summarizer (summarizing)

· Psychic (predicting)























Name_________________________________________





Literature Circle Roles Overview





�









Discussion Director (questioning) 


Your role demands that you identify the important aspects of your assigned text, and develop questions your group will want to discuss.  Focus on the major themes or big ideas in the text and your reaction to these ideas.  What interests you will most likely interest those in your group.  You are also responsible for facilitating your group's discussion.





Illustrator (visualizing)


Your role is to draw what you read.  This might mean drawing a scene as a cartoon-like sequence or an important scene so readers can better understand the action.  You can draw maps or organizational trees to show how one person, place, or event relates to the others.  Use the notes area to explain how your drawing relates to the text.  





Context Collector (clarifying)


While reading the assigned section, watch out for words of interest or concern.  These might be interesting, new, important, or used in unusual ways.  Indicate the specific reason and location.





Summarizer (summarizing)


Prepare a brief summary of the day's reading.  Use the questions as a guide to help you decide what to include.  Ask yourself what is really important about the characters, events, or details in the reading.





Psychic (predicting)


Use the information that you gained from the text to write a prediction fro something that will happen in the next section of text. Review the prediction made in the last meeting. Explain why it was an accurate prediction or the items in the text that mislead you.
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Psychic (predicting)








Psychic
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Psychic:


Your job is to predict what will happen in the next sections of text. Use the information in the text along with information that you know. Predictions should be meaningful to you and those in your group.





Look at the prediction made using information from the previous section. Explain why it was an accurate prediction. Find the text that may have led your group astray. 





What in the text gives you hints as to what will happen next?


Have you read stories where something similar happened? How does that effect your predictions?


What do you think will happen next?


What’s going to happen to the main character? 


What was the prediction for this section? Was it accurate or not?


Were there any sections of text that mislead your predictions so far?


Is your prediction for the final outcome of the book the same or different after reading this section? Why?


How does this section relate to those that came before it?





Write your psychic questions here and your response to the right.
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Summarizer
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Summarizer:


Prepare a brief summary of the day's reading.  Use the questions to help you decide what to include.  In some cases, you might ask yourself what details, characters, or events are so important that they would be included on an exam.  If it helps to organize the information, consider making a numbered list or a timeline.





Questions


What are the most important events in the section you read?


What makes them so important?


What effect do these events have on the plot or the other characters?


What changes-in plot, character, or tone did you notice when you read?


What questions might appear on an exam about this section you read?


What might be a good essay topic for this section of the story?
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Illustrator (visualizing)
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Illustrator:


Your role is to draw what you read.  This might mean drawing a scene as a cartoon-like sequence, or an important scene so readers can better understand the section.  You can draw maps or organizational trees to show how one person, place, or event relates to the others. 





Directions:


Below, explain how your drawing relates to the text.  On the back of this paper, complete your drawing.  Label your drawings so we know who the characters are.








Scene


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Characters


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Importance of the Scene to the story


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Context Collector (clarifying)
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Words, Definitions, and Word Choices
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Context Collector:


While reading the assigned section, you watch out for words worth knowing.  These words might be interesting, new, important, or used in unusual ways.  It is important to indicate the specific location of the words so the group can discuss these words in context.





Directions:


In this column, write the words, page and paragraph numbers.  Write the definition and an explanation about why you chose the words in the section to the right.





Words		      Page No. 	        Para. No.


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	___
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Discussion Director
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Discussion Director


Your role demands that you identify the important aspects of your assigned text, and develop questions your group will want to discuss.  Focus on the major themes and ideas in the text and your reaction to those ideas.  You are responsible for facilitating the groups discussion. Respond to a discussion question.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








1. Theme- underlying comment or idea about life. 


What is the author is trying to tell us about life? 


What is the message or moral of the novel? 


Have you been influenced by the novel? 


Does the theme compare or contrast with that of other literature


that you have studied? 


2. Plot- the pattern of related incidents or episodes.


Does the novel have a traditional plot outline, including: 


introduction? 


crisis and conflict? 


climax? 


resolution? 


conclusion? 


Does the author effectively introduce characters and setting? 


How has the use of conflict and crisis been used to build up to a climax? 


Do the events in the novel lead to an exciting or thought-provoking climax? 


Is the conflict and crisis in the novel resolved to the reader's satisfaction? 


What is the effect of the conclusion on the reader's understanding of the plot, 


Character development, and ideas expressed in the novel? 


Does the book tell a good story? 


Does the plot have action and suspense? 


What is the effect of action or suspense on the emotions of the reader? 


How does each episode further the plot? 


Are there any unexpected "twists" to the plot? 


Is the plot plausible and credible? 


Is the plot well constructed? 


3. Characterization- authors development of characters. 


Who are the main characters? 


Can the reader accept the characters as real people? (Are they true to life?) 


Does the character develop or grow as a result of the incidents in the story? 


Does the reader come to know the characters as individuals with unique 


strengths and weaknesses? 


Can the reader become involved in the emotions of the characters? 


What motivates the characters to behave as they do? 


Would the reader have acted in the same manner as the character? 


4. Setting- place and time. 


Where does the story take place? 


When does the story take place? 


Does the description of the setting create a vivid mental picture for


 the reader? 


Is there any change in setting? 


How does the setting of the story affect: 


the general atmosphere of the story? 


the outcome of the story? 


the plot? 


the characters? 


the emotions of the reader? 


5. Style- the unique way in which an author writes. 


How do you feel about the way the author writes? 


Can you recognize the varying importance of setting, theme, plot, 


and characterization in this story? 


6. Literal and Figurative Language- the author's use of language. 


What figures of speech does the author use? (Slang, idioms, sayings)


In what ways does the author's use of figurative language improve upon 


or detract from your understanding of the novel?  


(simile, personification, metaphor) 
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